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(PITTSBURGH, PA) On October 12, 2022, the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) Office of 

Clean Energy Demonstrations (OCED) announced a Request for Information (RFI) for the 

Energy Improvements in Rural or Remote Areas (ERA) program, in accordance with the 

Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL). The ERA Program is designed, in consultation with the 

Department of the Interior, to provide financial assistance to improve, in rural or remote areas of 

the United States, the resilience, safety, reliability, and availability of energy; and environmental 

protection from adverse impacts of energy generation.  

 

The Center for Sustainable Business (CSB) recognizes the opportunity OCED’s ERA program 

presents to goals outlined in the Marshall Plan for Middle America (MP4MA) and its 

Decarbonize Middle America (DMA) workstream. Therefore, CSB staff, along with William 

Sapon, President of Tri-Sector Advisors LLC and alum of the Joseph M. Katz School of 

Business, prepared and submitted an RFI response on November 28, 2022. The RFI response 

was developed based upon input received from CSB’s regional stakeholders.  

 

The stakeholders CSB has assembled have been collaborating since the release of the 

Marshall Plan for Middle America (MP4MA), a roadmap that aims to build a regional, multi-

sectoral coalition of stakeholders to drive investment in infrastructure and energy diversification 

that will catalyze more equitable economic recovery while laying a foundation for the 

Appalachian region to be a global leader in clean energy resources and circular economy 

practices.  

 

The RFI response was submitted on behalf of the University of Pittsburgh Center for 

Sustainable Business, the Wilton E. Scott Institute for Energy Innovation at Carnegie Mellon 

University (CMU), the Ohio River Valley Institute, the Steel Valley Authority, the Heartland 

Capital Strategies, the Coalition to ReImagine Appalachia, IN-2-Market Inc., Resilient Cities 

Catalyst and the Rocky Mountain Institute (RMI). CSB thanks its regional stakeholders who 

contributed to this RFI response. CSB and its partners are well-situated from an industry and 

resource standpoint, and our administrations are excited to work together to support OCED’s 

mission. 

 

Click here to view CSB's RFI response. 

 

If you are interested in collaborating with the Center regarding the MP4MA and the DMA 

workstream, please contact Lou Tierno, DMA Program Manager at lou.tierno@pitt.edu.  
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